If a person, whose knowledge of Mankind is restricted to the individuals of his own nation, and who is consequently unaware of the diversities in complexion, conformation, and habits, which exist among the several races of men, could suddenly be made a spectator of the various conditions which they assume in different parts of the earth, we cannot doubt that his curiosity would be strongly excited, as By writers of this school it is contended" that these and other barbarous tribes are inferior in their original endowments to the proper human family which supplied Europe and Asia with inhabitants; and that, being organically different, they are separated by an " impassable barrier" from the race which displays in the highest degree all the attributes of humanity, and can never be raised to an equality with it. They maintain that the ultimate lot of the ruder tribes is a state of perpetual servitude; and that if, in some instances, they should continue to repel the attempts of the civilized nations to subdue them, they will at length be rooted out and exterminated from every country on ? of all known breeds of dog ; notwithstanding that the differences between them amount to wellmarked changes in the form of the skull, the size of the brain, the development of the organs of sense, the form and relative size of the body, limbs, and tail, the number of vertebrae in the latter, the thickness, length, colour, and texture of the hairy covering, and peculiarities of instinct which are distinctly hereditary. And farther, the approximation of the form and characters of the wild dog to those of the wolf, would be regarded, if borne out by the characters derived from the generative function, as sufficient to establish the specific identity of these two races: the wolf being the permanently wild form, the domesticated dog the humanised form, and the dingo, ghole, and other so-called wild races of dog, being the half-reclaimed form, of one and the same species.
For the cause of such variations from the common or original type, we must look in part to the original constitution of the species, and in part to the influence of external conditions. We now come to apply the same method of investigation to the human races ; and shall give a general summary of the evidence, by which, as it seems to us, the specific identity of all of them is proved as unequivocally as that of the different breeds of sheep, oxen, or pigs, whose common parentage no one at all versed in the subject ever dreams of questioning. We would remark, in the first place, that a very great diversity might naturally be looked for, amongst the races of men inhabiting different parts of the globe ; since the very circumstance that individuals of any one race can sustain their existence in any part of the world where they can obtain food, shows a constitutional adaptiveness to external conditions, the effect of which must in the course of generations become evident in the physical conformation. And again, the variations which present themselves within the limits of any one breed or race,?that is to say, the differences which mark the several individuals, families, or nations, of whose common ancestry there is no doubt,?are greater than those which we meet with in the case of any other species. There is evidently, therefore, a very strong tendency in the human constitution to spontaneous variation ; and it is easy to conceive that this tendency might have shown itself very early in the history of the species, so that mem- [July? bers of the same families might have exhibited a much greater diversity than they now usually present; and, by the breeding in-and-in, which (as already remarked) would be the necessary result of a scanty and scattered population, the peculiarities thus arising would be increased and rendered permanent.
The characters which are most relied on for the discrimination of the several races of mankind, are the colour of the skin, the nature of the hair, and the conformation of the skull and other parts of the skeleton.
Each of these will require to be separately considered.
The colour of the skin, it is now well known, exists in the epidermis only; and depends upon the admixture of "pigment-cells" with the ordinary epidermic cells "4. The wedge-shape?keil-formige ur-becken-form?belongs to the pelvis which appears on both sides compressed, so as to be narrower from side to side than from front to back. The ossa pubis unite under an acute angle, and the horizontal branches run backwards in a straighter direction than in the oval form ; the conjugate is lengthened, and the upper opening is oblong rather than oval." (Natural History of Man, p. 127.) Now if an attempt be made to assign one of these forms of pelvis to any particular nation or group of nations, as a constant distinctive character, it is found to fail in toto; specimens of each kind being found in the same races, although particular types are more common than others in particular races.
Thus the oval type is more common in the European, where it is in accordance with the oval form of the skull; but round, square, and wedge-shaped pelves also occur amongst individuals of that race; whilst the oval form presents itself in the pelvis of a Botacudo, a people reputed to be the most savage of all the American nations. The round type is most frequent among the American nations ; but it has been observed by Weber not merely in the European, but in a Negress, a female Hottentot, and a Javanese. The square form seems most common among the nations with pyramidal skulls, commonly ranked as Mongolian ; but it occurs also in Europeans and in the mixed race of Mestizos. The oblong or wedge-shaped pelvis is most common amongst the African races, and is conformable to the elongated shape usually possessed by their crania; but it has been observed also among Europeans and Botocudos.?Thus even from the very imperfect materials yet collected, it may be deduced with
